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(Siqnature - W1tness) 
OLD COUNTRY STORES OF CABELL AND MASON COUNTlES 
WEST VlRGlNlA 
June 27, 1984 
AN lNTERVlEW WlTH: Odell Henry 
CONDUCTED BY: Wallace R, Stowers 
TAPE 1 
TRANSCRlBED BY: Jacqueline Dingess 
TYPED BY: Sally Keaton 
WS: June 27 , 19 84 by Wal l ace R. Stowe r s. Mr . Henry talks of early 
cou ntry stores that he knew before 1950. (pause) Okay. You say 
the first you're gonna talk aboUt is (Poor Brothers) Poor 
Brothers, (General Merchandise) and loca ted where? 
OH: It's about 8 miles below Point Pleasant, out Crab Creek Road. 
WS: And Crab Creek Road intersects 
OH: Route 2. 
WS: Route 2 . And was Crab Creek, was it a, ah, hollow road or 
open road or .. 
OH: No back then it was a gravel road just right through, went 
straight through into, ah, well it branched off up in there in 
several different directions. 
WS: It was like a main point like at a 
ON: It was a main body that, where most people would come in with 
a horse and wagon and everything and done their tradin and 
everything 
WS: Uh, what's the ear liest date, the earliest year that you, ah, 
first, ah, came to this place? 
OH: !believe it was 19 and 52. 
WS: Wa s it an old place then? 
OH: It was an old place then and it, ah , I'd heard an awful lot 
about i t before I even went out through there before I started 
trading out through that way. 
WS: 3 M, what kind of, wh©t type of, ah, stuff did they sell 
ther'e? 
OH: They sold anything just about in a Sears and Roebuck cata l og 
file-points to everything 
1/IJS: Did, did they se ll a lot of t he live-stock supplies like 
2 
horse harness and 
OH: Horse harness or anything, horseshoe nails, shoes and 
everything. 
WS: Did they do any, ah, ah, repair work or anything or just sell 
and trade? 
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OH: Well they mo s tly, ah, they'd do anything like that. 
WS: Would they repair harnesses and I mean 
OH: No. They didn' t have no blacksmith s hop or anything like 
that there. 
WS: Okay. How did, how did . Lmat was the basis of the trading 
with the, with the people there? 
OH: We ll the main basis was that, ah, the, they used to have, ah, 
the people to come in with, ah, eggs and butter and stuff and 
they traded that there and they'd, ah, came in with, ah, cr ea m he 
used to have a little dairy there that, ah, where they would 
check your product s of your dairy, a h, yo ur cream and things that 
you had . That you saved during the year a nd they trade that in 
for groceries and eve r yt hing . 
v~S : Did , ah, this dairy, did it hav e a name or was it still part 
of, ah, 
OH: Ah, I don't, ah, I don't remember it having a name but it 
u sed to have, y ou just brought your milk and stuff in there and 
they would trade merchandi s e for you. 
v~S: 
OH: 
t,~ s : 
Were these farmers that brought the milk in? 
Mostl y farmers, yeah, all farms. 
How do you, was t her e a, ah, regular wa y to bring t h e milk 
and stuff into t h e stores? 
OH: Well most of them either carried it or, o r catc h a rid e or 
bring it on hor sebac k. 
WS: On horseback? You mea n they u sed wago n s and st uff to haul it? 
OH: Wa go n s , a h, horseback or any way you'd like . 
WS: What did, a h, a h , Moores, what did t hey do when t hey got a ll 
this? 
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OH: Well, I guess they shipped it. Or had another outlet for it, 
because everywhere they had a cream station or a thing like that 
there, why they traded it back to the other, ah, dealer so that 
they'd have, that brings their merchandise in. 
WS: So th, their creams and stuff would be picked up they didn't 
ship it? 
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They' d wa it until it was picked up by someone else. 
OH: They' d wait until picked up . They keep it in a, ah, cool 
house, ice-house 7 i ke. 
WS: An, an ice-house? (Yeah) What'd it look like, was it a 
building or cellar or? 
OH: It was just like a cellar, down in the bank and everything 
where it and everything, a spring house is what we used to call 
it . And, ah , they would, ah, put it in that and it would keep 
it good and cool for several days that way. 
WS: About how big was the cellar, do you remember? Did you see 
it? 
OH: I've seen some of 'em , and they would be about 15 by 12. 
WS : How about the one a t Moore's, was it about do you recall? 
OH: Well 
there at 
it was just a block house , 
that time. 
that's all I can remenber 
WS: About how big was the Morris store? Estimate how the size of 
it. Was it one story, two story? 
OH: It was one s tory and I'd say it was about 60 by 50 something 
like that. 
WS: Uh, how many people ran this store? How many members of the 
family? 
OH: lt1Je 11 , they'd it'd be 3 or 4 folks in there all the time. 
Thr·ee or four people around there al1 the time running it. 
WS: Was it a ll just Moor e 's running it or did they have other 
people? 
OH: I think they h a d, they had other people working there for em 
too at that time.· 
WS: You ever heard , ah, them mention or talk about when the store 
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was first founded? The family business when it was first founded? 
OH: No. Uh, I didn't I know it's been there for years, I mean it 
used to be the only trading place they was out through there at 
one time. 
WS: Tell me, ah, a lot of different, how, could you estimate, 




OH: I'd say there was 50 or 75 farms that traded there at one 
time. 
WS: A lot of farming, how about the 
OH: I mean all the people comes out of the hollows and every 
place come there. 
every body. 
It use to be the meeting place for just about 
WS: You, you mention of meeting places. Did they do, say other 
things besides trading there? did they vote there? Did they, ah, 
OH: I think the ones I knew did vote there. Polling post. 
WS: Was there a, was there a post office cage there? 
OH: No there wasn't no post office cause it was all on a rural 
route. (Hmm) Everybody always come there and I think they've had 
everything there, just about. 
WS: Is this, ah, is the business still in existence? 
OH: No ·it IS not at this time. 











it burned down. 
you remember· what 
' 
it's probably been 
1972 or· 74, 74? 
l i ke that . 
when it burned , ah, down? 
10 years ago. 
Somewhere along in there. Something 
Mmm-hmm. did the Moores family, after it burned down, 
they go someplace else or do you know what happen to 'em? 
did 
OH: Well ah, most of them are gone now. I think most of' em 
are dead by now. (So no, are) I don't know what happened to the 
other generation that came on after that. But I know, ah, the, 
ah, Moore's that,· ah, was funer'al dir'ector and the other one run 
the store. I think they had a little bit in politics when they 
8 
was (laughs) 
WS: The one that was a funeral director was he, did he practice 
that business while he ran the store? Involved with the store? 
OH: Well I think he was, he was still involved with the store and 
everything. 
9 
WS: How many business buildings were there, besi des the store 
it se lf? 
OH: Well they had a big barn, a milk house, and they had a, a 
grist mill. I'm pretty sure, and then the store. On Saturday when 
all the rest of it was around on the other side. 
\AJS: Who owned the, the grist mill, do ya know? 
OH: No, I don't. 
WS : What kind of stuff d ... did it grind? Do you know? 
OH: Well it ground flour and meal and people put their 
[inaudible] ... stuff in there. 
WS: And it grind wheat to? 
OH: And wheat to make the flour and everything. Farmers bring 
couple sacks of wheat in on the wagon and everything where they 
craddled it out in the field and everything and brought it in 
there and they'd grind it I don't know what the charge was or 
anything but I think they worked it out in trade and everything 
of course. Most of the people back there, then would run a little 
sto re bill from one month to the next and, ah, 
WS: When they traded with you, did they deal, they, ah, bring 
eggs in to sell it get cas h and then buy stu ff or did they trade? 
OH: Most most of the time when they brought the eggs in they, 
they spent their egg money to buy somet hing t hey came with. 
WS: Um, ah, you mentioned about the, the, they traded and pa id 
the farmer, ah, ah, for their milk, grind their cr·ea m stuff. How 
did they know how much to pay you or trade on a ny particular 
gallon of milk? 
OH: Well, whenever you'd bring in a 5 gallon bucket of cream or 3 
gallon bucket of cream because they all s tart it out in the, at 
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home. You separate your cream from your milk. After it was 
whenever you brought it in there well they would take, ah, 
plastic, ah, glass pail or glass tube and take so much of that 
cream out, 
WS: What, 
and put it in a 




OH: Yeah. Syphen like tube; then they'd put it in a little long 
type tube like it was a little bowl with a little neck on top of 
it. And then they woud put it in this machine that spin it around 
all the time. And put the lid on it and leave it in there so 
long and I guess that could separate the water from the milk and 
then your butter fat would come out on it and they'd pay you on 
what your butter fat was worth. 
WS: You said spin it around on a machine like, like a centifuge? 
OH: Like a centifuge. 
WS: How, how did this thing spin, did, was it operated by the 
electricity--did they pump it? 
OH: Operated by electricity. 
WS: Did the same person usually test both types or did anyone 
OH: Usually the one that was running the creamery at that time 
would be the one that would test it. 
WS: Do you recall how much, ah, was there, ah, a graduate steel 
butter fat content. of payments for' higher or lower" 
OH: Oh yeah. they was a different grade in it if you had the 
higher the butter fat the higher that you, the more you got out 
of your grade. 
WS: Would the butt er fat change with, with the season or with the 
farmer or 
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OH: Well, I ' I believe it was the way that I mean it was 
mostly on the kind of milk that you had or what kind of cow you 
had and everything. 
WS: Did, ah, the Moore brother's themselves did they raise any, 
any, ah, thing for, for milk? 
OH: Yes. They had a dairy there too. I'm pretty sure. 
WS: And they, ah, all, all the milk products cream and stuff was 
shipped, picked up to go out 
OH: At the Moore's Brothers Store. 
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WS: Did they, ah, when they shipped the stu ff out, or it wa s 
packed up did they have M, Moore's brothers on the can and stuff? 
Moore's Brather Dairy or anything? Or 
OH: I don't know how that was worked around. Cause I never did 
see it. 
WS: The Moore's Brothers, ah, themselves, you ever hear how many 
head of cattle they had on the dairy? 
OH: No but , ah, 
according to their 
it looked like they had quite a few. 
barn and everything. 
WS: Ther· e barn was 
OH: It was a dairy 
it a 
barn . 
hor se barn or a c, dairy 
I mean 
barn? 
WS: Did they have any hired hand s to work, ah, the dairy? 
OH: fh, I know they did, ah, 
WS: Do you recall about how many worked the dairy side of it? 
OH: No. I don't off hand, right now. 
WS : How did they get to the hay and the corn for the dairy cows, 
did they raise it? Or 
OH: they raised it up and down through the hollows and creek 
spuns and everything. 
WS: As far 
drinks , is 
as, 
that 
ah, you mentioned that, ah, you'd drop off soft 
right? (Right) About how many do you recall any 
given year whatever about how many cases you'd drop off at Moore' 
OH: We ll, it, it a ll depended if they was a ha ving some kind of a 
picnic doing s there or anything you'd drop off 25 cases or 
something like that there. Most of the time there was just maybe 
5 or 6 cases. Cause people never took ho me back there, then, they 
always came there ·and drank it. 
WS: Did, ah, the Moore' s brothers, they ordered how much they 
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wanted to be dropped off there in advance or when you first came 
there? 
OH: No, you always went to the store then they ' d tell you how 
many they want , 
want any that day. 
they may not , they may tell you they didn't 
WS: What happens if you, you went and they said they wanted a 100 
cases and you, your truck was empty would you have to go back and 
pick up more to omplete y ou r round or 
OH: v~e 11 , we could go back and, and, ah, and, ah, get it for 'em. 
WS: Would you do it the same day or the next time through 
OH: We 11 , most of the time we could go back and get it the same 
day. If it wouldn't to late of the evening. 
WS: How many times did yo u stop at Moore' s Br~others, a h, in a 
week s time? 
OH: Just once. 
WS: Once a week? 
OH: Ju st to call on, once a week. 
WS: Did they, was the r e any, did you ever notice 






most l y a ll flavor s. 
you mea n 7 i ke 
OH: Like t he o ran ge a nd grape a nd strawbe rry and rootbee r and , 
and st uf f like that there. 
WS : Did you se ll any, ah, coke cola or pepsi or RC's? 
OH: We ll, a h , back there then well it seemed like your flavors 
out so ld your co kes and t hing s, cokes and things. I think ra n 
1 4 
0 
every 2 weeks back there then. 
WS: It was twice as much flavor drinks? 
OH: And, ah, 
WS: But with special things happening was it, ah, even more 
flavor drinks? 
OH: There was even more flavor drinks, mostly orange and gr 
WS: Orange and grape. Did you ever as, talk to 'em and ask 'em 
why? 
OH: Well back there then we didn't think about that to, to much. 
(1aughs) You just took whatever drink. It seemed all your country 
folks back there then and all your, about any where you went it 
was either an [inaudible] ... They wanted a soda whenever they 
went to the store. They didn't want a coke, they wanted a soda. 
WS: Do you recall any, any of the names, name brands of those 
soft drinks that m ... maybe are not existant now? 
OH: Well, not existant now. No, it's. No, most of 'em are what I 
remember is was Suncrest and a Grapelle was two of the biggest 
sellers at one time. 
WS: .A.bout how much did the bottle of soft drink 
[inaudible] ... first started? 
OH: When I first started it was 5 cents. 
WS: How about when ya, when ya retired from the s oft drink, what 
was, what was the average price then? 
OH: It was, ah, around a dime anywhere. Couldn't get it any 
cheaper than a dime. 
Was it deposit, was it in bottles, glass bottles? 
OH: Yeah, in, ah, .glass bottles use to be 2 cents. Then they went 
to a nickel. 
1 5 
[c 
WS: w, Moore's brothers, where did they store the soft drink, 
what type of coolers? 
OH: Well, they used to have just an open type cooler and way back 
there then used to have an ice-man that came through there ever 
so often. They 'd get a 50 pound block of ice and put it in 
this, ah, cooler. It was a water type cooler and you put your 
soft drinks in there. 
WS: Uh, did these have electric power or was the ice itself that 
OH: v~ell at, at first it was all ice and then they got, ah, the 
electric machines and everything. 
WS: Did you ever hear about when the electric machines came in? 
OH: Oh, I guess, yeah. Well, they came in the 50s, ear•ly 50s. 
But, ah, a lot of 'em out there in the country would still buy 
off the ice- man whenever he came through ya know, to keep from 
running their electic bill up cause they was concerned about 
their electric bill up then just like people are today. (laughs) 
OH: Yeah. Buying ice, was cheaper than, than paying the electric 
bi 11 . 
OH: It 
Where'd the ice come from, what ice factory or 
u s e to come from Huntington they use to have a ice-truck 
that run up through the country, up through there then 
ws: Wa s it one ice company or do you know? 
OH: I think it ' s st ill the sa me old ice company it' s down there 
on 7th Avenue now. 
WS: Do you know the name of that? 
OH: No, I think the ice company used to be on 14th Street West. 
WS: Fourteenth Street West, do you recall the n a me of that, ah, 
ice company? 
1 6 
OH: No I can't, ah, I don't know whether it was Central ice or 
what. It seems to me like it was Central ice or something like 
that. But it use to be, the ice company on 74th Street West. 
WS: Uh, the price of the soft drinks were they kind of same 
price, standardized price, between one place and another place? 
OH: It 
WS: H .. 
was all the same you paid 
how many in a case, 24? 






Twenty four bottles. 
a company at would 
It was 80 cents a case. Sometimes there 
If they sold 
They' d sell it 
sell 
60 would, 
it for 50 cents a case. 
can the store selling 
for a nickel. 
it 
And this is any flavor drinks and cokes or was prices the 
same? 
OH: No, coke always had the st ... standard price and, ah, most of 
the others all had the standard price back there then it was 80* 
a case. They sold it for a nickel. That made 'em a 40* on a case 
of soft drinks. 
WS: A, a, a slow day about how many cases do you think you drop 
off at any given time? ( We l l ) At Moore's I mean. 
OH: Wel 7, at Moore's, ah, between 5 and 6 cases everytime I go 
out through there. 
WS: It was never under 5 or 6 (Uh - huh) Ah, the ma x imum w, when 
things were going on and social things would be about how many? 
OH: Well, whenever we had social thing s I left the house with 25 




(,\Je 17 , 
that would last for, how 7 ong? 
come ihe ne x t week I got a go back. Well, see they'd 
have s ome left over and the next week you just fill back in what 
1 7 
they was out of. 
WS: Some, was there anyone, ah, any particular person of the 
Moore brothers that would handle the soft drink orders and stuf 
OH: No, not back there then you just went in and talked to one 
man and how many you want today or, ah, how do you, ah, what kind 
do you want Back there then and they, ah, mast of the time 
they'd say wll how many empty bottles do I got? Cause they didn't 
like to buy bottles. So, ah, 
WS: So they bsed it on how many empties just 
OH: Yeah, if they had 5 empties they'd say give me 3 orange and 2 
grapes or 3 and 1 or all different kinds. 
WS: Uh the sto re itself, ah, when you came there did it have 
electric stuff, did he (Yes) did they use any, ah, what kind of 
heating system did they have? (Coal stove) Coal stove. Did they 
have natural hook up anywhere? 
OH: No, they just ilad a big old stove setting in the middle of 
the floor. 
WS: Was th, when you went there, was there a lot of people used 
to hanging out there, ya know, kinda 
OH: Well they had a big long porch there and it didn't have 
nothing but benches on it and everybody set there of the evening s 
and talked and they'd pitch hor se, they had a place around the 
side and they'd go out there and pitch hor se-shoes fo r a while, 
ah, come back sit on the porch and talk some more. 
WS: It was a regular gabbing place. 
OH: Just like, well it's just like now, like you'd go to a 
bowling alley. 
1 8 
WS: Okay. You said this place was here for a long time. 
Even before you first came. 
OH: It was, 
out there. 
it had been there for years before I started going 
(You mentioned) I've heard my mother and dad and 
grandpa and all of 'em talk about it. 
I'd say it started close to the 1900s. 
along there. 
It's been there for years. 
I imagine, or somewhere 
WS: Did you ever have any trouble with the burglars break nto the 
store or anything? 
OH: Never heard to much of it, ah, no you didn't have, everybody 
was afraid to do anything then. 
WS: Uh-hmm. what about during e lec tion time. Uh, it was a polling 
place did they have a, 
or county sheriff or, 
ah, voting elec, election registars there 
or something or 
OH: I don't know to much about that Wallace, I'll tell ya 
but, ah, I know, ah, wehre you have a gathering place like that 
there. They al l get there and they talk, they probably, somedays, 
gets a little out-of-hand and e verything but thats, 
the way it was back there then. 
thats Just 
WS: What about on Saturday nights, ah, were there a lot more 
people there or just the same amount of people everyday or 
OH: Well, Saturday u sed to be the big thing with u s , that' s when 
everybody came out of the hollows and came down to, ah, get 'em a 
soda pop or ice-cream bar or s omething like that there and just 
sit around and talk and maybe some of the young ones would find 
'em a new date or something. (laughs) 
WS: You mentioned, ah, at the intersection at Holiday that the 
road s went off and branched off in severa l places . Were there any 
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other stores there? Did the Moore's brothers have a second 
OH: Yeah. There was another one on up above there. On up above 
the Moore' s brothers b, 
there. 
used it used to be a Coddle has a store 
WS : About how far was it fonn the Moores, Moore Brothers? 
OH: I'd say about 2 miles. 
WS: Was it, was i -t located at a branch in the road or was it 
OH: Yeah. It wa s , ah, there was one road that went back that went 
over to your Kanawha River back over on 17 , 35 is what it is 
now. (U.S. 35?) Yeah. So it used to run back through that way. 
There used to be one more other store on up above that, 
to be Dabney's. 
it u sed 
WS: You say above it, you mean west of there, or North? 
OH: It'd be east. 
WS: East of there. Dabney's general or 
OH: Well, Dabney' s they just had a little old timey store there. 
It was just like everything else, ah, Carl Dabney ran it, and he 
was a blind boy. He run the store blind. 
WS: fbout how big was the store? you said tiny, how tiney? 
OH: Oh, it wasn't but about, ah, 15 by 20. 
WS: Did, what type of stuff did he se ll ? 
OH: He had a little bit of everything in there. 
WS: Did he do the trading thing to, se ll some eggs then buy your 
OH: Well no, nobody's trading and everything like I say he was 
blind, but he cou ld tell you everyt hing he had in that store. 
WS: Hmm. Did anyone work with him? Did he have family members or 
OH: Well his mother would come over ever once and a while and 
2 0 
stay over there with him. 
WS: Where did he live? Did he live in the store? 
OH: No he lived over, well it was, ah, about 300 yards from the 
store, where the house was and he could walk down that road and 
go right into that house just like he do anything else. 
seen nothing to beat in my life. 
WS: This road, what type of road was it? 
OH: 
WS: 
It was all 
It ran all 
gravel road. 
the way to route 2? 
I never 
OH: All the way from route 2 and you go through there and you can 
go on through there and you can come back in on, ah, Kanawha 
river. Go over to route 35 and you could also turn or take up 
the top of the hill and go out Hammerick ridge and around through 




So let's see, 
It was just all 
it was part of a connected 
in one big circle there. 
area. 
And it was all fanning you say, the people living around 
there? 
OH: All of 'em was farmers back there then. 
WS: Was it, ah, one main type of farming? They have a particular 
OH: No, it was just mostly old, ah, just your little hillside 
farmers. 




No, most of 'em had a little tobacco crop, and most of 'em 
ah, all that for their use and everything. They didn't have 
no cash crops back there then to much because they didn't have no 
way to deliver 'em. They just raised what they needed and after 
2 1 
hay and corn and everything they keep that for their cattle, or, 
ah, hogs and everything they had in there then. 
WS: Uh, they raised their own, ah, had farms to 
OH: They raised mostly all year, all they went to the store for 
back there then was for staple items. 
WS: What do you mean by staple items? 
OH: That was your, ah, flour, beans. They'd get pinto beans, the 
use, pinto beans used to didn't come in 4 pound pags, they come 
in 100 pound bags. (Hmm) And, ah, they'd weigh you out so many 
pound of beans and say I want a pound of beans or 2 pounds of 
beans, they'd weigh 'em out and, ah, flour and your coffee, your 
salt, and that was their staple items. That's what people went to 
the store for. 
WS: Did they buy any, amm, any meats or anything like that? 
OH: Well they wouldn't very many meats to buy then unless it was 
bologna. You had, ah, because they didn't have no, ah, meat 
cases or anything. 
WS: No meat cases or anything? 
OH: Ah, they had, ah, a lot of stors the only thing you could get 
would be bologna and cheese. .And, ah , that old bologna would in 
the back there all and you could just see the grease run out 
or it. But it was still good . (laughs) 
WS: What, the bologna, where d, did, ah, the store keepers [get] 
it, where'd they get the bologna and the cheese? 
OH: \l~e l l , used to be a peddler come throught what they call 
peddlers. 
WS: Did they come through on a r·egular· basi s or just 
22 
OH: Yeah, ever so often every week or every 2 weeks. Just 
according what s ize, ah, how many stores up that hollow or anythin 
WS: Did the peddl e rs go to each of the stores, go to Dabney's as 
well as Moore's? 
OH: That' s right they go to all of 'em and they all had the same 
opportunity. 
WS: The store between Moore's and Dabneys, another store, 
was it's name? 
OH: Cod 7 est on 
WS: Codleston, ah, 
compared to Dabney' 
s maller. 
the size of it, how big or small was 




OH: It was in between size. It, ah, it was l on g shape , it was 
just, ah, it was just a plain old country store just like the 
rest of 'em. Had a pot bellie stove in the middle and had things 
down the side of it. But, ah, the Moore Brothers used to carry 
more merchandi se than anybody else. More different kinds of 
things that you could get to, you just get about everything 
there. You didn't have to go no farther whenever you 
WS: Okay. the next store going up Route 2 from, 
direction do you want to go? 
got there. 
ah, which 
OH: Well if you want to go toward Pt. Pleasant (That's going 
north isn't it?) Yea h. It'd be 1/>Ja 11 is. 
WS: H, how far would that be from, ah, from, a h, Moore' s 
brothers? 
OH : Well it would be, ah, it's about 4 mil es . About 3 miles 
above, ah, where ·you turn out to go out to Moore's Brothers . ·see 
Moore's Brother's is about 4 miles o ff of Route 2. 
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WS: Oh, it's off of Route 2. 
OH: Yeah, the other one is , Wallace it's right on route 2 there . 
Right there at Gallipolis Ferry. 
WS: Was it, ah, when was the first time you, ah, went to, ah, Wall is? 
OH: Oh, I went there when I was 6, 7 years old. 
WS: Which is, was it an old store then? 
OH: It was an old store then and they kept bui ld ing on to it. 
Charlie Wallis owned it and then they turned it over to hi s son. 
WS: They kept expanding it . 
OH: They kept expanding till it , ah, I don't know I guess it 
must have b een about, ah, 75 or 76 when they, whenever it burnt 
down or somewhere along in there. (Hmm) But they kept expan ding 
it, they had everything you wnated there. They had farm equipment 
band everything in the later years . 
WS: What was his name? 
OH: Wallis. (Wallis) W-A-L-L-I-S is the w.ay they spe lt their 
name. 
WS: Walli s General Merchandise 
OH: General Merchandi se or General Store. 
WS: You said they had farm stuff. Did they have big farm 
equipment small 
OH: They had all kind s of farm equipmen t you wanted. 
WS: Plows a nd s tuff to 
OH: 
v~S: 
Plows and everything. Hay racks, eve rything. 
Uhm, do you know what their main line of business, did they 
hav e a more, a better paying side of the business? 
OH: Well, this, this was whenever things had star ted getting a 
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little better and everything back before, before then it was Just 
like, like out at Moore Brothers, you take in any thing down 
there and they'd buy it. If you take eggs or , or, ah, ah, 
chickens, they'd trade for chickens. They'd trade for anything 
back there then. 
WS: W, when, ah, you dropped off soft drinks and st uff, and did, 
ah, they did ... they have a running tab or did they pay you on 
the spot? 
OH: No, they pay you on the spot you never, you didn't have 
nobody that paid you then. Whenever you dropped off the stuff you 
got your money. 
WS: in cash or check? 
OH: 
They payed 
They paid in cash. (Cash) Very seldom did you ever get a 
check. 
WS: That, was that pretty much the pattern at any of the places 
you 
OH: All the places I ever went back there then they always 
in money if they didn't they may have a company check that 
begin side 2] Ya see back there then, Wallace, 
paid 
[end 
people side 1 , 
didn't believe in chargin. They didn't have no charge accounts 
only their grocery bill. They didn' t want, ah, the only time 
they charged at the grocery store was from one month to the next. 
Cause mostly all the farmers back there then if they worked for the 
they Just got paid once a month. And then they ' d go pay their 
grocery bill 
need, ah, and 
what they had left over for that, maybe 





electric bill and it may run a dollar and a quarter a month or 
something li ke that. And did your electric bil l but that dollar 
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and a quarter, ah, now is worth about 15 or 20 dollars right now 
today. 
WS: This, ah, Wallis, ah, General Merchandise did it have, ah, 
any electrical appliances or stuff, 
it, ice chest? 
ah, coolers and stuff? Was 
OH: Well it, it did when it first started out but it, it went 
modern all when e ver, ya know, with everything coming in like, ah, 
whenever he started getting being able to get meat cases and 
everything and all that there well they started modernizing up to 
that there but until then they were Just like any other grocery 
store around here. 
WS: When they so ld the soft drinks 
they have a machine where you 
was it over the counter or, 
put money in or just 
OH: Most a ll your grocery stores never even knew anything about a 
soft drink machine then. 
WS: Just pull out of the cooler and pay at the counter? 
OH: You just go over there and pick out your kind out of there 
and pull it out of your ice-water and go over there and give him 
a nickel and go outside and set on the step a nd drink it, 
it. 
enjoy 
WS: Did all, peop l e of all ages buy softdrinks? Was it more so to 
kids or to the 
OH: Wel 7, it was, ah, usually didn't sell a whole lot of soft-
drinks til l Saturdays. Fridays and Saturdays whenever they'd go 
to the store and everything cause that was the only time they 
sold l ots cause kids didn't run to the store then. They didn't 
never did go out and call on these store back there then. You, 
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ah, you very seldom see anybody in 'em during the week. 
WS: Oh, some of ' em 
OH: They'd come in late of the evenings or something like that, 
around 5 or 6 o'clock. Ya know, they'd stop and get 'em a soft 
drink and everything. 
WS: You, you recall any of the, 
like, ah, how long did, ah, 
ah, 
ah, 
store hours these stores keep 
hours did, ah, ah, Wallis 
OH: Well, they just opened up I guess, oh they'd be opened up at 
6 o'clock in the morning back there then, they just opened up 
Mercha 
cause see back there, there wasn't too much temptation people was 
either walking ev .... everybody didn't have no car. Nobody had no 
cars or nothing, they was either walking up and down the road 
or and most of the kids if they had a bicycle they was riding it, 
but they didn't have no money they were just like everything 
else. They just didn't have no money they could spend until there 
folks got paid at the end of the, end of the ... th. there was 
some that got paid every two months, I mean every two weeks. And 
WS: There were certain high point days the end of the month and 
the Saturdays would kinda come together in one. 
OH: Yeah. Everything it was always on the weekend. There weren't 
nothing, I mean just like you go to town. Nobody went to town 
on, 
WS: 
(during the week. 
What time did , 
closing hours? 
It was always on Saturdays. 
ah, the stores, ah, generally close on, the 
OH: Of the night, most all them country stores stay open till 10 
o'clock and everything 
WS: Okay. Diffe~ent 
person stay there all 
just 
people be behind the counter or the same 
the time? 
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OH: Well some of 'em just stayed there the whole day. I mean that 
was their life. 
WS: Six days a week? 
OH: Six days a week and most of 'em always closed on Sunday back 
there then. 
WS: Oh, what if someone suddenly ran out of something, one of the 
they open the store up? neighbors, would 
OH: We 11 , yeah. They'd just go unlock it and say, well Tom I 
need, ah, some flour for tomorrow. He'd get up and he'd go over 
it and get it and bring 
All the stores, ah, 
back and never say a word about 
Moore's, Dabney's, ah, and Wallis have 
same pattern, same? 
OH: Matter-of-fact they all had the same pattern then at that one 
time. 
WS: What about the, did Wallis or Moore then have any, ah, young, 
young children then that were being taught the business you might 
say? 
OH: Well, they all had, ah, I don't know about the Moore's but I 
know about the Wallis's. 
around there all the time. 
They had about 5 or 6 kids running 
WS: Did they work to stacking shelves? 
OH: Oh yeah. They'll, 
a whole there wasn't 
WS: Until Saturday's 
ah, back there then people brought it in 
lot of stocking to do. 
and stuff like that came around. 
OH: Yeah. And, ah, but they would just, ah, run around there and, 
and always tried to be buddy buddy with the one' s that, ah, their 
daddy's owned the store and everything cau s e somethimes you could 
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it. 
get an extra soft drink or something, you know. They'd slip out 
to ya or a slice of cheese or something. But people didn't have 
the money then to give the kids to go to the store. 
lNS: Uh, these stores have any problems of fire or hole in the 
roof who fixed it? Did they hire it or some farmer would fix it 
or did they fix it? 
OH: They did it their 
it. Cause everybody 
own self. They'd just get out there and do 
then looked after their own self just about. 
lNS: Did these sto res have to be licensed? Do you know? Or did 
they have 
OH: I don't know whether, I know they didn't have to pay no taxes 
on a whole lot of stuff. Not like they are today. I don't, ah, I 
don't know when they put this service tax on and everything. But 
I know to you'd go down there just l ike soft dranks now when I 
started selling an there wouldn't no tax on soft drank. 
lNS: When did tax first come on, you remember? 
OH: Ah, don' t know exact date but I know'd they was gonna build 
a Medical Center at, ah, West Virginia University, that's when 
the first tax went on then they was s uppos ed to be on 3 years and 
it's been on ever since. 
1/>JS: Was this over 20 years, 75? 
OH: Ever bit of it. 
WS: How did, a h, the store keep e rs feel about having to collect 
this soft drink tax? Did, did it affect anything did sa les go 
down, up? 
OH: Well a lot of 'em whenever the ta x went on and everytime you 
took a raise on scift drinks. 
nickel a 
They started out soft drinks were a 
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bottle and it was 80* a case, then it went to $1 a ca s e and that 
made 
had 
it run at the range, wanting to keep the same profit 
to sell it for about 7* and charge a penny extra an and 
they 
all 
that ther·e, then that ' s when soft drinks got 'em now to where 
they're 50 and 60 cents a bottle. 
WS: Mmm huh. Wallis, ah, General Merchandis e the big item there 
was flavored soft drinks too? 
OH: Yeah. All it was back there in the, in the 5Os. The flavors, 
that 11 it was. He, he couldn't, ah, you did~'t see a lot of 
Pepsi - cola and you didn't see a lot of Coca-cola out in these 
country stores cause they couldn't afford to run out there. 
WS: Mmm-hmm. Uh, so, ah, another store from, ah, ah, directional 
from, ah, Moore's store would 
OH: Come on down Route 2 to Aston. 
WS : That's south of Moore's store? 
OH: Yes. (To Aston) That's south on Route 2. 
through there and it run over into Milton. Ah, 
And the road cuts 
Miller used to 
have a store that's what they call Upland. (Upland?) Upland. 
WS: Is that a town or a place or 
OH: Well, that's, ah, that's what the place was called is Upla 
U-P-L-A-N-D . And it was just a plain old, ah, country store where 
everybody, ah, would come in on the weekends and during the week 
and everywhere that's where they done their gathering at, 
like these other stor·es we've been talking 
and stuff out 
about. 
v~S: Did they have benches there and 
OH: They had a bench across the front porch and everything 
just 
they 
had gas pumps out in front of it. And, ah, and that's where 
people come from miles around usually why talking about, talking 
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about the Moore's lately or last, well this is another place that 
was back in off the road, off the main highways, that was, ah , 
kinda like the Moore's was. 
WS: This Miller store how big was it? 
OH: It was a two-story brick store. 
WS: Brick. What about Moore's and Wallis and all, were they 
brick, wood or, or 
OH: Wel 7, Moore's was, ah, partly block, ah, well I don't know 
kind of block it was but it was this here shinny looking block 
like on one side the rest of it was wood. 
WS: or, ah, 
OH: 
Clapboard 
We 11 it had, ah, ah, siding over it, just like this roof 
siding and everything. 
WS: Miller you said was two story. 
OH: Miller was two story. 
WS: About, about what size was the building? Do you remember? 
OH: Well it was, I'd say it was about 80 feet long. 




I'd say about 60. 
Is this building still 




WS: Uhm, what type of stuff did they sell? Just like Moore's 
everything in general? 
OH: You just go there and you can get all your staple items and 
everything that you neeeded and everything. They had, ah, well 
they carried just about like all your other country stores back 
there then. But 'they carried a little more than a lot of 'em. 
Wash tubs, wash boards, everything like that there. And 
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WS: You know how they knew how much of any item to keep in stock? 
Did ... Did they go by 
OH: No 
peddlers 
they just usually well back there then you had, 
come through or what they called 'em was peddlers 
ah, 
but, 
ah, they carried out clothing or merchandise like that clothing 
and everything and they'd have salesmen to come and to, ah, was 
from diff e rent companies, it ah, just like downtown J. C. 
Penney's or something like that but they had different company 
that would come through and they'd have their sample boxes and 
everything and they'd buy their clothing and, and stuff out of 
there like your overhalls and everything like that there. 
WS: Th, these peddlers did they. come one person at a time or did 
they have teams or or 
OH: Well, they'd usually be one, he'd come and he'd have all his 
suit cases in a car and everything it just look like, ah, well it 
looked like somebody had gone on a trip to ha, 
something. 
Las Vegas now or 
WS: Do you, 
cars came in 
ah, did, 
did they 
had it always been done this way? Before 
have the same peddlers, ah, 
OH: Yeah, they, I, I've heard about, I don't know but I've heard 
'em talk about they used to come through there in early times in 
hor s e and buggies peddling stuff like that there. 
WS: Thes e peddlers, these peddlers you never would, did, ah, a 
father teach son to ride or did different people? 
OH: I imagine they was all picked up by form one generation 
to the other. Ah, of different ones if they say your father wa s 
a peddler that went through back there then, back year s ago. Then 
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usually, ah, one of the family somewhere would pick it up and 
follow along through with it (So) until he made a living out of it 
WS: So the store keepers knew, ah, the peddler's sons or 
daughters? 
OH: Yeah. Most of the time, they knew it well everybody knew 
everybody then. Because there wouldn't that many people to come 
in and everybody that come in they knew 'em by their first name . 
They knew, ah, just what they done and what they had. 
WS: How long would a peddler stay there, what, when he's coming 
through? An hour, an half-hour, half a day or 
OH: Well now a herd of 'em would come through, well they'd come 
through and they'd have these sample cases and they'd take their 
orders then they'd mail it in to 'em, s hip it into 'em somewhere. 
WS: How'd they ship it ? 
OH: Well I guess it was the mail usually, and, ah, or you went 
to, ah, let's just say Miller's here if you've got a big parcel 
post or anything had to go to Milton to the depot or over to 
Ashland to the railroad station or someplace and pick up your 
merchandise and allof them. 
WS: Mhm-h mm . When you drop off soft-drinks about how long, were 
there kind a like an average time like you st ayed at a place or 
OH: Well it just, ah, it was all up to the individual how long 
yo u stayed there I mean you j sut go in you get to talking they 
just set around and talk for awhile always liked to spend a 
little time with 'em because that way there it always the way I 
always 
product 
looked at things, if you can you may not 
but you ie ll yourself you're gonna se ll 
have a good 
something. Ah, 
ah, so that's the way I always took that. I always tried to treat 
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'em just like they was my next door meighbor or my own folks. 
WS: The old-fashioned southern hospitality type of thing. 
OH: Yes, if they wanted to talk about something I'd spend a 
little time with 'em and talk about it. 
WS: Mhm. What type of, of vehicle did you first start using on 
your route? 
OH: Ah, the one I remember most was a 47 Ford truck. 
v~S: What, ah, it? [inaudible] ... was it, 
OH: We 11 , it was 
type of truck was 
an open type truck. I mean you just had, you had 
an old building on the back it was just about like a hay rack and 
they, everything was open and your, ah, you just had a shelf 
across through there with a hang iron on each side to hold your 
ca s es on it. And you just slide 'em on that across thorugh there 
just take off with it, no cover or no nothing. 
WS: About how many cases would the truck hold? 
OH: You know, well I have at one time I had, I think it was flat 
out loaded 770 cases. 
WS: Most of which was flavored soft drinks? 
OH: Flavored soft-dirnks that's all we sold was flavored. (Hmm) 
Didn't have no colas. When we sold Dr. Pepper and that was our 
first one. That was our, supposed to be our main line. But it 
was the slowest seller we had back there then. 
WS: Did you, where, ah, did, selling for Dr. Pepper Company? 
(Yes, ah huh) So Dr. Pepper, ah, fruit flavored soft dranks 
sold the most, didn't they? 
OH: We had the best line of flavored drinks that wqa on the line 
at that time. (Hmmm) It was all nationally advertised the one's 
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ah, 
that we sold. 
WS: Did any of the, ah,ah, for example Miller store did they sell 
any, ah, ah, homemade things like cidar or, or cold buttermilk or 
anything for a dirnk a cold type drink did they sell 
like that? 
anything 
OH: No, not that I know of, ah, you 're talking about cidar 
there, used to see them old cidar barrels out it was full of 
vinegar great big old, ah, 50 gallong drum there and they had a 
spigot stand on the end of it, a wood spigot and ' that's when if 
you wanted a gallong of vinegar you went there an picked your 
jug and got you a gallon of vinegar. 
WS: Where'd the vinegar come from? Shipped in? 
OH: It was shipped in, in the barrels and everything and, ah, 
went over; you didn't go to the store then and ask for a gallon 
of vinegar, you took your jug and got you a gallon of vinegar, 






the stores, ah, 
sold kerosine, 
sell kerosine and stuff too? 
they sold the ones that had gasoline 
station and everything carried kerosine and everything there. 
WS: What, ah, what brands did the, the gas, gas stations use? 
what brand of gasoline? Like Miller's for example, what type of 
brand did they sell? Do you know? 
OH: No, I believe it was, ah, S-0. (S-0, bmich is now Exxon?) 
Exxon. I believe that's what it was. I'm not for sure. Then it 
used to be, a, Pure, the Penzoil. 
WS: Moor~e's store, did they sell gasoline? 
OH: Yeah. I believe they sold Penzoil, I'm not sure. 
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WS: Wjat about Wallis? 
OH: Wallis, they sold, ah, S-0. 
WS: So two S-0 stations right close to each other? 
OH: Ah, no. I take that back I believe Moore was Gulf. (Gulf?) 
Yeah, I'm pretty sure that it was. 
WS: What type of pumps did they have, were they electric or were 
they, ah, pressure type pumps? 
OH: Well all of these then was, ah, ah, electric type pumps. I, I 
can remember some of the other type where they pumped 'em up by 
hand 
WS: Where you can see the fluid at top? 
OH: You get your gallons up there that when it wa s , what was it 
15$ a gallon it's 10 or 15 cents a gallon on the, it seemed like 
you got more, got a good full gallon whenever you used them pumps 
there than you do what you use now. 
WS: 
OH: 
Did they sell 
No. They didn' 
a lot of gasoline 
t sell a whole lot. 
that you know? 
I mean most of it was 
people that was coming through cause people back there then 
didn't have any cars thing around there. 
WS: Any of these farmers, a h, like when you first started did 
they have tractors? Any of 'em or share tractors or anything? 
OH: Most of 'em back in there had a good team of mules or a good 
team of hors es . They wasn't to many tractors back there then 
unless you had, ah, you was one of the big farmers. Everybody 
else depended on horse-power . 
WS: What about the telephones, were, d, d, did these stores, did 
th, they all have te lephones? 
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OH: No, ah, no a lot of 'em didn' t have telephones. Well now I 
think most of these did cause, ah, came through, that's just 
about the only place you could get a telephone was the grocery 




these stores, Moore's, ah, Miller's, ah, Dabney's and 
did they, 
for 'em 
ah, some of 'em got sick did they run and get a 
thing? Did they, ah, do more than sell 
merchandise, ah 
OH: No, they didn't usually. They used the old home remedy most 
of the time. I mean you know unless it was something they 
couldn't, they'd really take 'em to the doctor . And the doctor 
used to come out they use to be a doctor out there on around the 
other side of this Miller store. They used to call him Doc Ellie. 
He used to go all over the country, delivering babies and 
everything. And, ah, and the sick people and everything. There 
was a horse and buggy and back there then everything in blood and 
mud, whenever you went out on there old country roads . 
WS: This doctor did he go 
just for a visit to make 
out, 
sure 
did he go, ah, for a reason 
[inaudible] ... were okay or 
or 
OH: He would go only when he was called to go most of the time 
cause a lot of people gone up the road and he'd see 'em or he 
might go and stay all night with you or something, cause it'd be 
to late to s tart back or something like that. Ah, he was the only 
one that I know of in that area that, at that time that they said 
that you just go over and get old doc and everything . Some woman 
was in labor or ssmething they'd go get Doc Ellie and he'd get in 
his old buggie cir get on his old horse and put his doc bag on 
that there and just take off and go. 
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WS: Umn. T, this, ah, Miller store, ah, was it a family run 
thing? 
OH: I believe it was. I forget all there names but, ah, I think 
it was all run by family cause they lived right beside of it. 
WS: Did they have a farm there too or just a house or 
OH: They had a farm there too, but I don't know what all they 
rais e d back there then. It was mostly just your, ah, they raised 
tobacco and stuff like that and everything. 
WS: Umn. You say that store's still there either? 
OH: It's not there either right now, cause everything now is 
getting so, well they just, when everything back there so long 
they didn't rebuild back, they just, just let it go. Things got 
up to where I guess people had more than, didn't want to fool 
with it anymore and everything, things were getting out of hand 
and everything. 
malls a goin in. 
(Competion with the ... ) competition and so many 
Supermarkets and everything drawing all the 
trade away from your country stores and they cou1dn't compete 
with it. 
WS: Was there, ah, did that section where the Miller's work 
between, ah, Route 2 and Milton, were there any other stores or 
just that one or 
OH: Yeah, there used to be another one down in there by the name 
of Grimes. (Grimes?) Grimes, it was down in the forks of the 
road t her·e. 
WS: Forks of what road? Of, ah, 
OH: Well it was off, it was on Mason road but there used to be 
forks there and one road would go back through from there it'd go 
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back over the hill and go back into Glenwood. 
WS: Present date? 
OH: Yeah, and, ah, then I think, before you got into Milton there 
used to be a store by the name of Smith. 
ridge about 3 miles out of Milton. 
WS: See, which direction from Milton? 
They had one out on the 
Three miles. 
OH: I guess that would be east wouldn't it? No it would be North. 
WS: That's 3 miles North of Milton? 
OH: On, ah, Mason road. That was comi ng from Route 2 it'd be 
cast; (hmm) it's about 8 miles from Route 2 where it was from. 
WS: And it , what was the name of the store? 
OH: It was Smith . 
WS: Smith. Smith General Merchandise or just Smith? 
OH: Just Smith. Smith' s Grocery. 
WS: What type of stuff did he sell? Were they 
OH: Well it was , a h, it wouldn't long, ah, I mean he didn't, he 
was there afte r the Millers and everything was through there. He 
didn't, he sold, ah, well just, just a little bit of everything, 
a little of stap le items, and everything like that there. 
WS: Did he, ah, usually buy a lot of soft dr@nks from ya or, ah, 
OH: No, uh huh It seemed like he , ah, at that time, no , 
matter-of-fact I didn't even sel l him at that time, he was buying 
off another company. 
WS: 
OH: 
Okay . But 
He did sel l 
he did sel l soft 
soft drinks. 
drinks? 
WS: As far as you know did every store, sell at l east a little 
bit of soft drink~? 
OH: Oh yeah. Every store sold s ome. But there was some of 'em had 
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their different flavors and different companies that they wanted 
or relation that work for 'em or ,something. 
out a lot. 
They wanted to help 
WS: All these stores we've been talking about noe of them sold 
any alcoholic drinks or 
OH: No, they wouldn't, no alcoholic drinks. You hadn't even heard 
of it back there then, around the stores. 
WS: Soft drink, was the, the, ah 
OH: The main, it was the only drink they served. 
WS: Did any of these stores we're talking aobut sell any, ah, hot 
foods thing? 
OH: No, no hot foods. None of these stores did that. 
WS: 
OH: 
All, ah, dagwoods 
They sold dagwoods 
I guess, is that what you call 'em? 
, and they sold all your staple items and 
everything and shoes Everything just like, ah, you could go 
there instead of going to town, 
little bit a line of everything. 
most of the time. They carried a 
Here I remember Moore' s out 
there and some of those used to carry these old walverine shoes 
and, ah, I don't know what all other kinds it was. And I know, 
I'm trying to think of some of them there. I don't know whether 
it was bluebell or what overalls or something like that 
unionworkman. I think they had a union overall or something 
there, something like that there. They used to say, you'd go 
there and get your white shirt, blue shirt, anber shirt, ever 
what kind you wanted of anything. 
WS: These stores, 
racks, in boxes, 
how, how'd they , ah, stock their clothing? On 
in glass cases? 
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OH: A, just usually had 'em laying on a counter back through 
there just had a bench layed out and had 'em there had just like 
you had, ah, coat or, 
them hangin on a hanger 
ah, just like womens dresses they'd have 
back through there. 
WS: Did they, ah, these stores did they have, ah , kinda like, 
ah, departments, sections of the store they had only certain 
OH: Well, they usually set one side off and had all the dairy 
goods stuck that side and on the other side well you'd come on 
around an they'd have your shoes and everything on that side 
usually had all the other stuff in the back like your dry goods 
and everything, your groceries and stuff were up front. 
WS: Did any of these stores sell appliance like things? Toasters, 
ah, earlier tv's or radios or anything? Did they sell that type 
of stuff you know it? 
OH: Well I don't, they sold radios and things like that there but 
they didn't have no tv's out whenever I was going through there. 
WS: But you bought, ah, elec, you know electrical type stuff did 
you buy it then or did you have to order it or 
OH: Well if they a ©d it on the shelve you wuated it , you bought 
it and then they'd replace it with another one whenever the 
salesman came through again. Or they would go, sometimes they 
would go to, say in Huntington to the wholesale hous e or 
someplace and pick up these things and bring back a nd put ' e m in 
their stores and eve rything. They had to do it a ll I mean, they 
either, ever how you wanted to run ~1our store and everything back 
there then. And they would go and pick these it ems up or they may 
have a catalog li'ke out or a book or something and you tell 'em 
what you want and they would go hunt if for you. You'd come back 
LI 1 
and then they would credit you for it until you paid it off. Just 
like, and back there then they wouldn't no interest, that's what 
made the big thing about it. 
WS: Would they charge interest on the bills? 
OH: They'd just charge you what that was and what they, 
profit they made off of it. 
ah, the 
WS: All the stores, do you rem e mber, that was th, the way to do 
it? 
OH: Well, up in there, up in there that's the way they all done 
it. I would go there just like, oh, you wanted, ah, say just like 
a monthly bill, just like you buying red dog midlings or 
anything like that there. They'd put it down and say your sack 
was two dollars and a quarter. That's what they'd charge you for 
it. I mean their part might have been, ah, $1.75 or something but 
they sell it for 2 and a quarter and whenever the end of the 
month came you paid just what the bill . was. You didn't have no 
carrying charges, no finance charges, no nothing you just paid 
down what ever they had down on your grocery bill. 
WS: And all these stores, ah, Miller's, Moore's, ah, Wallis, all 
of 'em they had the same? 
OH: They all worked the sa me wa y they had a little, a littl e old 
tablet lik~ and they'd just put down 2, just like 2 pound of 
bologna 75* or thing like that there and come right on down, then 
they'd just total it up and that's what you paid at the end of 
the month. You didn't, they wouldn't no carrying charge, no 
finance, no nothing. You just p a id what they sold it to you for. 
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WS: This is an interview with Odell Henry of Ona, West Virginia at his home by Wallace 
R. Stowers, on May 10, 1984. Odell Henry is presently the weigh man for the Huntington 
Pride in Tobacco Company at Huntington, West Virginia. 
OH: This Odell Henry. I've been with the tobacco business for the last ten or eleven years. And 
most of the time I've been a weigh man there. I weigh most of the tobacco that's came through 
the Huntington market in the last eight or ten years. 
WS: When you first started work there, what was the name of the company? 
OH: It was Huntington Tobacco Market then. But Jack Knight and Betty Stivers was the ones 
that owned it when I first went to work there. 
WS : When you first started to work there, did it have .. . was it the same buildings there that they 
have today? Were they .. .. ? 
OH: Same buildings are there today. 
WS: When you first started working there; when you worked there .. . about how many pounds do 
you think came through there? Tobacco? 
OH: In every given year? 
WS: Say in a good year. How many pounds? 
OH: Well, in a good year, five million pounds. The best year that we had was a little over five 
million pounds. 
WS: Was there ... were there any bad years? 
OH: Yes, there was some bad years. It was about two million, a little over two million. 
WS: Do you know where most of the tobacco ... do you ever figure out where most of it came 
from? What counties or what areas? 
-1-
OH: Well, it used to be most of the tobacco came from Upton County. But then, Lincoln County 
kind of [inaudible]. ... and Mason County is where most of the tobacco comes from today. 
WS: Wayne just kind of lost out there. [inaudible] What years did it go from Lincoln County to 
Mason County? 
OH: Well, I say it was in, between '76 and '78. 
WS: Do you know why it changed over? 
OH: Well, no, not off-hand. I would think that maybe on account of the economy and 
everything. But uh, there was a lot of movement back then during that time. And then seems to 
me like that Mason County got into the growing stage of it, where Lincoln County backed off of 
it when the times was a little better than it was before it came in to ... everything was going good. 
It seemed like Mason County was a little bit behind farther than Lincoln County on the economy 
part. 
WS: Do you have any idea how many farms, tobacco farms , would have been in Mason County? 
Numbers or anything, if you had to guess? 
OH: Well, ifl had to guess, I'd say there's around 800 or more in Mason County. 
WS : If you had to guess in Lincoln County, how many at that time would there had been? 
OH: Well, Lincoln County used to be the biggest grower in the whole state. 
WS : In-the whole state? 
OH: Lincoln County ... most all the tobacco came out of Lincoln County. 
WS: At the tobacco market, did they talk about Lincoln County having any special type of 
tobacco? Was it kind oflike a regular type .. . or .. . ? 
OH: No, it just seemed like there was more farmers that raised it up there. 
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WS: If you had to guess or whatever, the pounds raised by one farmer, would it be kind of 
average from any certain farm or anything? Average number of pounds or...? 
OH: No. I used to know some of them up there where they'd have ten thousand, some of them 
would have fifty thousand pound base up there. 
WS: Fifty-thousand? 
OH: I know of some that.... Because all I know is when they bring it in, I weigh it, I check the 
back of the cards to see how many pounds they can sell off. That's where I get the information 
on that part. Some of' em has had as high as 70,000 pounds of tobacco they can grow. 
WS: Would that be for one year, or kind of a build-up? 
OH: It'd be for one year. I mean, that would be their base on that. And you take this one that 
had, I think it was 56,000 or something like that, base. I'm just talking off-hand here on this. 
But I know it was close to that. But then have but only 2,000 pounds. 
WS: The pounds, an allotment builds up every year? If they don't raise what they 're allowed to, 
do they add it on to next year? 
OH: Well, I don't know how that goes, that poundage base and everything. Because it's just like 
it is right now. If you had 2600 pounds last year, you may have 1600 this year. So I don't know 
how the ASC Office does that part. But the one I was talking about that had a fifty-some 
thousand base and didn't raise but a two thousand pound base, that's where I say Lincoln 
County, or any other county could raise that much poundage base and not raise but two thousand, 
that's leaving about 48,000 or 40,000 pounds that could be grown in that county that nobody 
grows. 
WS: Wonder why they didn't grow it? 
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OH: Well, probably an on account of...I don't know how to say it or what to say. But I figure in 
my own opinion is they wasn't able to or they sold part of the farms and everything off and had it 
all built up into that. Or they bought extra farms and put it all in there to where they would have 
that many poundage. 
WS: Someone raising ... having a big allotment compared to someone having a small allotment, 
did they both bring the tobacco to market the same way, or did they have different ways of 
bringing it to market? 
OH: Most of 'em handles it about the same way. But uh, seemed like your small farmers will 
bring in more tobacco than it would be with the farmers that has the big allotment. Well, they'll 
bring in their quota. Say like they're just allowed 1500 pounds, so they' 11 try to meet that or 
better. Wh~re the big farmers has got all the buildup and everything, over the years, where he's 
bought other farms and everything, he won't sell no more than what the small farmer will. 
WS: How can he afford to do that when .... ? 
OH: I don't know. Just like I say, I mean, he can buy the leases. (WS: Oh, you mean the 
tobacco allotment?) Yeah. If you buy a farm, you get that lease on it. Well, then that cuts out 
that thousand ... say he has a thousand pounds on this lease. When you buy that farm, if you don't 
raise that, well, that thousand pounds is not going to be raised, if it's just a small farmer that's 
still on -that place. He will raise close to that thousand pounds. Maybe five or six-hundred 
pounds. 
WS: Since you've been there, like have you seen any changes in the type or numbers or types of 
grades of tobacco? 
OH: A lot of 'em. 
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WS: When you first started, how many grades did they have? 
OH: Well, some of them had five and six and some of them had seven ... seven and more. 
WS: Do you remember the grades and what they were called? 
OH: Well, they used to have a, well, they called it a bad trash and a good trash, and a 
[inaudible]. .. and a short leaf and a red leaf, dark red, and tips, and ... a break leaf, there were six, 
seven different grades whenever I first went there. 
WS: Now it's changed to how many grades? 
OH: Well, now they're mostly making three and four. 
WS: Do you know the names of the three or four? 
OH: Well, they have their trash and their [inaudible]. ... and red and their tips are a bad grade. 
WS: Wonder why they changed it, lessen the number of grades? 
OH: Well , I think a lot of it could be a few year back, why, I think what brought it down to three 
and four grades was, that one year there they had every tobacco that you brought in brought the 
same price, regardless of what grade it was. 
WS: When was this? 
OH: That was in, I forget exactly what year that was. But it wouldn't make no difference what it 
was . It all brought the same price. 
WS: It didn't do any good to have different grades? 
OH: It didn't make no difference whether you graded it or didn't grade it. 
WS: Was that for just one year or .... just lasted for ... ? 
OH: It just lasted for that one year. Then it finally changed off after that. 
WS: Well, the year after that, did the tobacco farmers bring in the tobacco not graded, expecting 
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it to be the same way? Did anyone do that, or .. .. ? 
OH: Well, there was some, yes, I'd say. But there was one year there, it didn't make no 
difference how you put your [inaudible] .. .it all brought the same price. Well, probably the same 
price. If it was any kind of tobacco that was in any good shape or anything, it all brought the 
same pnce. 
WS : What was that price, do you remember? 
OH: No, not right off hand I don't. It .... 
WS: Was it over a dollar a pound, under a dollar a pound? 
OH: I believe it was over a dollar a pound. But I can't remember what year that was . You could 
just almost just go out and strip your tobacco any way you wanted to and just throw it in there 
and tie it up and put it on the market and everybody got the same price. 
WS: Was it a sudden thing, or did .... ? 
OH: It was one of them years I guess, whenever the companies wanted tobacco. And when 
companies wanted to buy it all, there wasn't none of it went to the pool or anything. 
[inaudible] .. .ifl remember right. 
WS : They did buy it all, but they bought it as one grade, right? 
OH: Bought it as one grade. It didn't make no difference .... 
WS : These buyers, were they all cigarette manufacturers or were they some chewing tobacco 
buyers in there or did you know what. .. ? 
OH: Well, I don't know who they was. I just know the companies that bought it, some of them. 
WS: Just that one year? 
OH: Just that one year .. . everything went for the same price. And that's what 
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[inaudible]. .. tobacco out. 
WS : [inaudible] ... three or four grades? 
OH: Yeah, that's when they started having to go back to three and four grades. Because 
everybody just, didn't make no difference how you graded it out. Everybody got the same price. 
WS: When they used to bring in the six and seven grades, how did the farmers bring it in? I 
mean, each grade was created and put into a container on the pallet or what? 
OH: Well, it was put on a pallet. But each farmer graded his own crop out, as he brought it in. 
WS: As he unloaded it? 
OH: As he unloaded it, he put it on the floor to where it would go into certain baskets. 
WS: It was just kind of left there until.. .. 
OH: Then they put it on the basket. Then they would .... 
WS: How many farmers would be unloading a truck at any one time? 
OH: Well, there could be as high as fifty. Just according to how full the house was. If the house 
wasn't too full, you just run your farmers in everywhere and they could just sit and unload it 
right there and then we'd have the men come down through and put it on the baskets for them. 
WS: How'd they unload it? Back up the truck to the gate, or drive the truck into the warehouse 
or what? 
OH: Just drove the truck into the warehouse. 
WS : Into the warehouse. So they unloaded .. .. 
OH: On the floor, yes. 
WS : You said some men from the warehouse .... would they help them to hurry up or? 
OH: If the farmers set throwed it off, they had crews that came down through that would basket 
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it. That was years ago when it was hand-tied. Now they got it bale type. And they went to 
pallets and stuff instead of baskets and would hand tie, or bale type. 
WS: What is bale type? 
OH: Well, your bale type is, they have a box made and they put it in and just made it just like a 
plug of tobacco, is what it looks like, whenever it's baled up. 
WS: A wooden box .... ? 
OH: A wooden box, and uh, I.... [inaudible] And usually it runs around seventy-five to ninety 
pounds, the bales of tobacco will. 
WS: How do you get these 75 to 95 pound bales off the truck? Do they drop it off? 
OH: Well, they're tied. They're supposed to be tagged, every one of them that comes off the 
truck is supposed to be tied with the name of the farmer, farmers name and his grade on it. And 
then he sets it off. Now, we have sub sheets. He just sits it off the truck on these sub sheets. 
Same grade. He's got his trash and his plugs and he's got his red leaf or bright leaf or his tips or 
if he's got a bale of bad, he'll put that over on it, something that's trash. So he puts them on each 
sheet. And it's sitting on a little dolly-like. The warehouse men comes along and bands all of 
them but the top bale. (WS: Bands them together?) Bands them together on that sheet. And 
they leave the top bale to where it can be opened. The top bale is supposed to represent 
everything that's in that tobacco he's got there. If it's plug, it should all represent plugs down to 
that. 
WS: You said the top bale's left open so the buyer's .... ? 
OH: The buyers .. .. It's still tied whenever they put it on there. Then they set it on the floor, and 
that top bale is the one they open. So that will represent every bale that's down through there . 
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That's what that top bale is for, is to represent everything that's underneath there . Say you got 
six bales underneath of it, they should all represent the same as that one that's on top. 
WS : All the bales are the same grade? 
OH: Should be all the same grade. 
WS: The buyer's when they come by, do you they handle the tobacco or just kind of look at it 
and then make a bid? 
OH: Well, they spread that open, that top . 
WS: The buyer's actually touch and handle the tobacco? 
OH: Most of the time they do. But the graders, whenever they come along before the buyer's, 
they will take this and spread it open. And 5hen they'll grade it according to what their 
specifications are. And say [inaudible ] .... at a dollar eighty-two or something like that there . All 
right, that would be the dollar eighty-two, that would be the lowest, since it's in this pool grade, 
they're the ones that put the pool grade on it, dollar eighty-two. But that price can't be, go under 
that. It's gotta sell for a dollar eighty-two. 
WS: Who uh .. why is that figure chosen? Why is a dollar eighty-two .... ? 
OH: That's the government that puts that grade on it. Say it could be [inaudible] ... C5 or CSX or 
different grades. But what it doesn't, ever what it does, you've got a chart that says how much 
the government will pay for that price of tobacco. 
WS: A printed chart printed by the government.. .. ? 
OH: Yeah, you can get the charts and have it there at the warehouse and everything. If they put 
that on there, whenever they go to mark that support price on there, then you know you're going 
to get that much for it. And the companies have got to bid over that if they're going to get it. 
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WS: What if the company doesn't bid that much? 
OH: It goes to the pool. 
WS: Where is the pool? In a warehouse somewhere? 
OH: That's a government storage place, my understanding is. 
WS: Pretty big place or. ... ? 
OH: Yes, it's a big place. 
WS: How do buyers, when they age tobacco, as I understand it, they age it in some warehouses 
in the Carolinas. How do they know to buy, if they want to buy this grade and they got stuff 
back three years in a warehouse somewhere? Do they just follow the market.. .how do they know 
if they can afford to pay that, the price? Do they ever mention that? 
OH: Well, l never heard it mentioned or anything. But my opinion, all good grades of tobacco, 
if it ' s the kind the company is wanting to make for a certain cigarette or cigar, or tobacco or 
whatever they want to do, I would say that they will buy that certain grade for, regardless of how 
much they have on hand. Because if that's what they need to blend in with the other tobacco that 
they got, if it's [inaudible]. .. need a certain grade to blend in with some of the other. It's quite 
common. You don't know what these companies have got in mind. 
WS: How many buyers come through, in any given season? 
OH: Well, anywhere from five to seven buyers on the market down there whenever they're 
buying. 
WS: Do they stay in town when they buy, or do they ... ? 
OH: They stay in town .. . entire season. But the same buyer stays the entire ... from year to the 
end of the season. 
-10-
WS: Stays here in Huntington and goes down to .... every working day he goes down and buys .. or 
does he go ... ? 
OH: He has to be there every day that there's a sale going on. 
WS: Is there days that sales don't go on, then? 
OH: Well, they can do whatever they want to, I guess. I don't know what they do. But they're 
usually out on the floor, checking around, you know. They go through and look all over the 
tobacco and everything. And a lot of times they'll come in there early in the morning and look. 
And they ' re figuring out what they're gonna get that day out of the floor tobacco that's up for 
sale. 
WS: How many ... do most of the farmers stay with their tobacco until it's sold? 
OH: Most of them do, as of lately. 
WS: You mean, before that they didn't? 
OH: They 'd go around when there wasn't too many around. But nowadays, everybody wants to 
see what's it's gonna be like. (WS: They raised it) And that ' s the best thing. If a farmer's going 
to be there, a farmer should be. If he raises that tobacco all year and he's put his time in it and 
everything, he should be there whenever it's sold. And if it don't come up to whatever he thinks 
it should be sold, because some of these farmers is just about as good a grade as everybody-, as 
the younger graders are. And if he thinks it don't get to what it should bring, he should be there 
to reject it so he can either put it up for sale again, or move it out and bring it out and put it on a 
sale at a later date. Sometimes it works. 
WS: How many times can a farmer reject a sale? Is there any number? 
OH: Well, no, I don ' t guess there's any number that he can reject it. But I think when, the first 
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time he rejects it, there's no extra charge if he sells it again at the warehouse. 
WS: What is the charge that the warehouse charges? A percentage or a flat rate or what? 
OH: I believe it's percentage. I don't know that part. You'll have to talk to ... . 
WS: While he could, if someone kept giving bids that he didn't like, he could .. . 
OH: He can reject it at any time. I think the first time he rejects it, there's no charge. If it's at 
resell the second time on the floor. But after the second time, I think he can't be re-charged 
again. But I'm not sure about this. I mean, you'll have to get a hold of.. ... 
WS : All these farmers being there watching that tobacco being sold, is there any backup of 
trucks or farmers outside the warehouse? 
OH: Oh, yeah, there's ... there 's probably .. . there ' s always backups. 
WS: How do they get backups .... ? 
OH: [inaudible] .... we're still going ahead and unloading it. We don't stop to sell and n not 
unloading. 
WS: Everything keeps moving? 
OH: Everything just keeps moving. So, just like today, see, we're gonna sell three hundred 
baskets. Or, so many thousand pounds. And what sells today, these farmers unloading won't 
sell until tomorrow or maybe the next or maybe the next day, see. We set up different floors 
each day. 
WS: How many floors are there? 
OH: Well, you can just put so many baskets on one floor, I think it's twelve hundred and fifty, 
ever so many thousand pounds. That's all we can sell in that one day. Because they don't start 
selling til nine or nine-thirty. And it's supposed to be over with by two ... and some way or 
-12-
another, that way there, unless they've changed the rules and everything. Because there's just so 
many selling hours that they'll sell. They'll sell I think it's twelve hundred and sixty baskets. 
WS: The entire warehouse is divided up ..... 
OH: Oh, it's divided up. Say this is Monday's sale, this is Tuesday's sale, and you go down here 
and this would be Wednesday's sale. 
WS : So while one section is being loaded and unloaded, another section is being sold and then .. .. 
OH: It just keeps going, so it'd be there to sell the next day. 
WS: I have a picture of it.. .. it's all organized into sections, then? 
OH: Yes. Because some of it's sold on Monday, you got to have some for Tuesday and 
Wednesday and Thursday. Unless you have an awful abundant crop, there won' t be no sale on 
Friday. They just sell four days a week, most of the time. 
WS: What do the buyers and the workers [inaudible] ... just catch up on loose ends or what? 
OH: Well, the buyers, well, they probably straighten up their books and everything there. And 
the warehouse is still receiving for the Monday and Tuesday sale of next week, see. 
WS: It doesn't close down. There's just no sale. 
OH: No, there's no sale. Well, it's just like whenever they open .. . the tenth or whatever day of 
November it is, the tenth or fifteenth of November, it's never shut down, only one day for 
Christmas . The warehouse is open from then on til the end of the season. 
WS: It usually stays active during that time? 
OH: It stays active about all the time. 
WS: Do you get much rest when the season's going on? 
OH: Well, it'll be closed day say, three or four days before Christmas. But we still, we always 
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have received tobacco after that time. But most of the time that gives us time from that til after 
say maybe the third of January to clean out the warehouse and ship it out to all these companies 
and everything. Then that gives us a chance to reset this floor again, see. 
WS: You ever heard like years and years ago .. . has it always been done that way, or did it used to 
be .... ? 
OH: Ever since I've been around there, we'd usually have a break from about say Christmas on 
the 25'\ why, usually the 18th to the 20th is the last sale, until the third or fourth. According to 
how the month-, how the calendar year runs . 
WS : Any given hour or day, do you know how many pounds of tobacco are setting on the floor? 
Is there any way to keep tabs? 
OH: There' s always, we know just about what's on the floor every day. 
WS: Does someone go around and keep, always keep data on ...... 
OH: Well, when that's weighed in, you've got the total of ever how many pounds have gone 
through those scales. And these sheets goes to the office and they can keep a running tab of 
every pound that went through there at the same time. 
WS: So at the-, during the market season, you just add up the figures per day or do they add it up 
continuous or just on a daily basis? 
OH: They add it up every day how many pounds comes in there. Because, see, you have to have 
that to make your, so you won't sell too much in one day . You can't sell over so much. The 
government just lets you sell so much a day. (WS: Why's that?) I don't know. That's the way 
it's always been. So like twelve hundred baskets, say they may run 800,00 pounds. If your 
selling on baskets or you can sell [inaudible]. .. there's just so many pounds you can sell each day. 
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And so many baskets you can sell each day. 
WS: Is there any way on a daily basis you can figure out, say a certain part of Lincoln County is 
has not brought it's tobacco in or just go by the pounds ... ? 
OH: You don't know what county comes in on this year. 
WS: At any given moment, you can't tell whether they had a late crop or something? 
OH: Whether it's Lincoln County or not. The only thing you can do is just take how many 
pounds they got left on the back of their card ..... . 
END SIDE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2 
OH: ... anything you get in from there, that comes in down there, you may be getting it from 
Lawrence County, Ohio, Gallia County, Ohio or Carter County, Kentucky, everything see. 
You'll hav<i: all of them when you're weighing 'em in. You don't know, outside of their marking 
card, you don't know what county they're coming from. So that's the reason why .... The market 
is set up to where you have so many baskets you sell that day. And if you ' re on, if you're lucky, 
you sell that day, and if you don't, you have to go on the next sale. 
WS: All this [inaudible] ... working going on, how many people work with you in handling and 
weighing? 
OH: Well, there's nobody that works with you while you're weighing. Only thing they do, they 
just put it on the scales for you. You just weigh it. 
WS: What kind of scales are they? Do you drive on to it, or.. .. ? 
OH: No, they're platform ... everything's got to be unloaded off on 'em. Either they got to be 
unloaded on a basket or on a slip sheet. And then that's put on a conveyor. And that comes over 
the scales, sits on the platform there, and whenever it sits there, you take the serial number off of 
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it, and put all these numbers down and then you go. Just like .. .just like your name is Tom Smith. 
And your, you've got your marking card here. All right. Whenever it comes to the sc.ales, I will 
on every sheet I've got says your number is 491. On this card it comes with your basket of 
tobacco, I put that 491 on there. That's your number to match this serial number. That when it's 
weighed, your weight is put on that card and your weight is put over here on this sheet. 
Whenever you get through with your crop, you've got your number right down through there, 
and your poundage out here, and whenever I get through, I give you your total amount of 
poundage that you have on your crop. 
WS: Is there a lot of paperwork to this or just slips or cards .. .. ? 
OH: Well, there's quite a bit of paperwork that's all coming in. Because you've got a marking 
card, same iis this one right here. And you've got your name on it. And he signs in your 
marking card with this. Well, I take this and put it on this sheet of paper. I've got to print this all 
on this sheet. Everything, you get a copy of everything that went on from the time it left your 
truck to the time it goes on to the floor. And then you, whenever you get the sale from the 
tobacco from the company, you can match up to the sheet that you got here and see that you got 
your pounds and you know exactly who bought it and the total price that it brought and how 
much it brought and the whole total is right down at the end of it. 
WS: Is everything all kept up to date? 
OH: Everything is kept up to date. 
WS: And this runs for what, about three months? 
OH: About three months, something like that. 
WS: But three months, how would you describe it, hectic, intense, whatever? How would you 
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describe those three months? 
OH: Well, I'll tell you one thing. You don' t have time to tum around. 
WS: Hectic. 
OH: Because it's .... .I've always looked forward to it because I don't do a whole lot during the 
summer. I just [inaudible] ... around, sell a little produce and stuff and everything. But I 
enjoy ... what I enjoy most is, is going down seeing the farmers come back every year and every 
year and go through all that stuff. 
WS: These farmers , while all this stuff is going on, the tobacco that's over there waiting on the 
sale, what do the farmers ... what do they do? 
OH: Well, just say that it doesn't sell [inaudible ]. .. . he 's just going back home. It's sitting right 
there on the 1floor. 
WS : You mean, he goes back home .. .. 
OH: After it goes on the floor, it's not sold today if he brings it in, unless it 's, he ' s lucky, that 
they don't have enough to finish out a sale that day. He might be able to get it on there at a 
certain time before the sale ends. But most of the time, he has to go back. And say like you 
bring your tobacco in on say when we're opening up. You bring your tobacco in on a, say on a 
Friday. It may not sell for ten days right there the first time. Because that's, we've got ten days 
to open up. Then whenever, after that there, they start selling on Monday, you might bring it in 
the following Thursday of this week and sell it on Monday of the next week, see. Maybe be just 
a day or two or anything. Once we get started selling, you can almost say every other day your 
tobacco's gonna sell. 
WS: If after any of the farmer's tobacco's been sold, do any of the farmers hang around after it's 
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sold? I mean, like the next day just to watch things going on? 
OH: Well, some of 'em come back the next day and uh.... But usually, a farmer will come in 
and [inaudible] ... sell on Monday. He wants to be there before its sold. Then in an hour or so he 
gets his check for it. It's the only case I know where you can get your check within a couple of 
hours. 
WS: Pretty much on the spot, right? 
OH: You get paid for everything that's sold right then. 
WS: Who makes out the checks? The warehouse or the tobacco buyers or ... ? 
OH: Well, the warehouse has to take care of that part. 
WS: Well, the farmer gets his check, does he just hang around to talk or...? 
OH: Yeah, well, they, well, it's just like you go to a stock market or to a rummage sale. They'll 
buy a little something or auction or something, and they'll stand around, they'll talk, maybe 
they'll spend the whole day there, just enjoying theirselves. Just like going to the cattle market 
or an auction. Well, it's almost like going to a car [inaudible] ... or something at times. I mean, 
they all .. .if everything's going right, they're all happy and they're all enjoying theirselves and 
everything. 
WS: [inaudible] Are the kids allowed there? Any kids allowed? 
OH: Kids, anybody. It's open market. They have a lot of FFA and 4H and all them. They have 
a program on FF A and 4H that usually comes in about first or second week of December, where 
these young people raise tobacco as a project on FF A and 4H. 
WS: You mean Future Farmers of America? 
OH: Future Farmers and the 4H and .... 
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WS: Do the young kids have-, plant crops? 
OH: Yes, there's a lot of 'em has .. .. 
WS: How are they ... pretty excited or scared or how would you .... ? 
OH: Well, they all seem to enjoy it and everything. Because I think last year we had about, 
pretty close to I think, a hundred thousand pounds of youth-grown tobacco all over the state of 
West Virginia. Maybe more. I don't remember. But uh, there was an awful lot of it. I weighed 
it the day they all came in down there. 
WS: It's grown on farms, not in schools or anything like that. 
OH: No, it's grown on the farms. And some of them has got that in their, some of it's grown on 
land that, well, around the schools or something like that, as a project, teaching them how to 
become farrhers. Or growers and youth growers. They're graded on how they take care of that 
crop that they raised. 
WS: Do they use the most modern pesticides and stuff like that? Or .... 
OH: Yes, everything is available for them. 
WS: Do the county agents .... ? 
OH: The county agents and your ... uh, your vo-ed teacher, FFA teacher, 4H and all of 'em, they 
go with 'em and everything. And they have some pretty darn nice crops of tobacco. 
WS: Good crop, then. Okay. And these students, FFA and 4H, do they get a grade on the 
tobacco and .... ? 
OH: Yes, they have, they usually, when they bring it in down there, why, they have grading class 
there that morning. See, they just have that one sale on a Friday for youth. And all of 'em will 
come down and they'll grade their tobacco and everything. And they all win prizes. 
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WS: Who gives the prizes? 
OH: Well, why, Mr. Polan and all of 'em. They give prizes for the youths and everything. 
WS: The young people seem pretty excited and wound up about it? 
OH: Yeah, they seem ... well, I guess it's like everybody else. You get a day out of school to go 
out and do something, you aim to enjoy it a little bit. Oh, I say there's four or five hundred kids 
down there on the day that they have the tobacco things. The schools lets them out and brings 
them down as a youth group and everything, see. 
WS: They come as a group and all? 
OH: Yeah. Some from Mason County, Wayne County and Upland County and Ohio, Lawrence 
County, Gallia County, and all of 'em comes in there. And it's just mostly like a field day for 
'em. WS: These young people raising tobacco, are they all girls or are there any girls raising 
tobacco? 
OH: Well, usually I think year before last or maybe last year, the top tobacco grower was a girl. 
WS: Mmrnh. Does these young people, do they have any ... do they compete to see who can raise 
the most tobacco or anything? 
OH: I don't think they .. .! don't know how they do that there. I think it's mostly it's a project 
they take in school and they get graded on the way they're, the way they handle their product and 
everything. 
WS: They go through the whole thing? The raising and the planning .... and grading .... 
OH: From the seed bed on. 
WS: [inaudible] The average age of these kids ... how would you? 
OH: Well, I'd say they're anywhere from fourteen to seventeen, something like that. Just your 
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average kids that's going to school. Some ofthem's in 4H, some ofthem's in FFA. And it's, to 
me, it's the best thing that's ever happened to the tobacco industry. 
WS: I agree with that. I never knew they did stuff like that. How long have they been doing 
this? 
OH: Well, I think it's being going on for the last five or six years or something like that. 
WS: Is it kind of staying constant, or is it growing? 
OH: It seems like it's growing. It seems like it's growed every year. Because we get more 
counties tobacco every year. 
WS: It seems like more young people are being around there? 
OH: Well, it's ... seems to me like there's more young people getting more into it. The young 
generation is getting more into it. Because they're learning more about it and their father's and 
everything has raised tobacco. Some of 'em has never raised tobacco. But they're getting to 
where they know there's a little something in there for 'em if they stay with it. And if they're 
gonna live on the farm, they're looking forwards to just take care of that part of it, too. Because 
that's an extra cash crop. 
WS: So they're taking their careers kind of young then, right? 
OH: You could put it that way. Because a lot of them, an awful lot of them that's in school is 
using that now as part of their basic training in school. So that, that's a good outlook on ... on 
everything. I mean, it's not only tobacco. If they're going to farm, they're going to raise other 
stuff besides tobacco to get their farms going. 
WS: When these students sell their crop, do they keep the money or do they put it back in the 
. d ? proJect an .... . 
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OH: Well, I don't know about that there. But I imagine ... .it'sjust like you doing book work. 
You keep down all your expenses and everything, the way I look at it, and you deduct and see 
how much money you made off of that crop this year. Because, see, I figure they have to tum all 
that in at the end of the year, how much it does. It gives them bookkeeping, earns them other 
things outside of the farm. I believe that's the way it works. I don't know. 
WS: I never heard about that. That's pretty interesting. 
OH: But see, they have to keep a record of everything. So much fertilizer, so much chemicals, 
so much spray stuff, so many hours. They keep their hours and everything down. They keep 
their records just like you would if you were running a business, how much your total income 
was, your total outcome goes out. And in a year you're graded on your project at the end of the 
year. 
WS: You said they raised good quality tobacco, too? 
OH: Most of it raised is good quality tobacco. 
WS: Is there any type of tobacco they try to raise? Certain weight? 
OH: No, I think they just raise what mostly they've always raised in this area. 
WS: When these students are around, do they watch the auctions? Do they try to talk to the 
auctioneers when they're graded? 
OH: Oh, they're always hanging around back there. Well, you know how a bunch of kids are. 
Or young people. They'll say, "Come on, that's right, help me a little bit," stuff like that. 
WS: Do they? They get into it? 
OH: Yeah, they get right in with it. 
WS: Do they ask questions of the auctioneers and graders? Do they try to learn? 
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OH: Yeah, they'll go by and maybe take a grader over and ask him how it was graded, and how 
it was ... whether they done it wrong. And they have discussions and everything. 
WS: They really want to learn this, then? 
OH: Most of 'em does. 
WS: The graders, how do they react? 
OH: Most of 'em that I've seen so far is, they've really been enthused with them. Because that's 
where you're going to get your future tobacco growers, is out of the young people. Because 
many of us old people and everything want to get on social security, and some of us on Welfare 
and everything, why, forget about tobacco. 
OH: But it's something I really enjoy being around. And I like to see these young people 
because I've always said, Mr. Polan and others, they started going out and seeing people in the 
country and places, where they never used to before very often, go out and talk to the farmers. 
And I says if we can get the youth interested in it right now, there ' s a future in the tobacco 
business. Because if you don't have the youth coming up into it, once the older ones are gone, 
the whole industry is gone. 
WS: Do you go out to the farms and talk with people? 
OH: I have. I do quite a bit of it. 
WS: A lot of traveling. Do you go any .... any certain reasons for going to a farm? 
OH: I just mostly go and I just talk to the fellow and try to get him to come to the market. 
WS: You don't go there because you know he's got a kid who's in .... 
OH: No, uh-huh, no. I mean, I go see all of 'em. 
WS: But if you go to a farm and a couple of sons are there, do you talk with them, make sure you 
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talk with them? 
OH: Oh, yes. We go out and talk to the farmer and his sons who are interested in it. And 
anything they want to know, ifl can't answer the question, I tell 'em I'll get in touch with Harold 
Ross, a tobacco specialist here in West Virginia and send them to him. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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